CO DAU TRONG TRANH: NHUNG AM ANH DI CU
TRONG TIEU THUYET PHAT O TANG AP MAI CUA JULIE OTSUKA

KHUONG VIET HA®

Tém tit: Duoc sang tac voi do 1ui hang thé ki tir sy kién ma tac pham miéu ta, tiéu thuyét
Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi cua Julie Otsuka khong chi tai hién than phan ctia nhitng “c6 dau trong
tranh” (picture brides) ma con 1a mot ty sy 4m anh vé hién twong sbc van hoa va chan thuong
tam 1i cia phy nir Nhat Ban di cu sang Mi dau thé ki XX. Dua trén cach tiép can lién nganh va
cac nghién ctru vé chin thuong, bai viét 1am rd qua trinh chuyén bién tir trang thai soc, khung
hoang can cudc dén hanh trinh chita lanh va gin giit pham gia cua cong dong di cu trong bdi
canh chién tranh ciing nhu céc trai tap trung dugc phan anh qua tac pham. Tir nhitng phan tich
nay, bai viét khang dinh “Pirc Phat trén ting ap mai” 1a biéu tugng thiéng liéng cua ki wc, coi
ré van hoa va su hién hitu bén bi ciia ngudi phu nit Nhat Ban 1i hwong vién xt.

Tir khéa: vin hoc di cu Nhat Ban, ¢ du trong tranh, chan thuong tam i, khing hoang cin
cudc, hanh trinh chita lanh, xung dot van hoa.

PICTURE BRIDES: MIGRATORY OBSESSIONS
IN JULIE OTSUKA’S NOVEL THE BUDDHA IN THE ATTIC

Abstract: Published nearly a century after the historical events it portrays, Julie Otsuka’s
novel The Buddha in the Attic reconstructs the experiences of Japanese “picture brides”
and offers a compelling account of the cultural shock and psychological trauma endured by
Japanese women who migrated to the United States in the early twentieth century. Employing
an interdisciplinary framework and drawing on trauma studies, this article examines the
progression from shock and identity crisis to healing and the preservation of dignity within
migrant communities in the context of war and internment camps as depicted in the novel. The
analysis contends that the “Buddha in the Attic” serves as a sacred symbol of memory, cultural
roots, and the resilience and enduring presence of Japanese women far from their homeland.

Keywords: Japanese diasporic literature, picture brides, psychological trauma, identity
crisis healing journey, cultural conflict.

Ngay nhdn bai: 30.3.2026, ngay gui phan bi¢n: 02.04.2026,
ngay nhan bai svra: 30.05.2026; ngay duyét dang: 01.06.2026.

1. Dan nhap
Noi tiéng v6i cac tua sach bestseller vé chu dé ngudi Nhat di cu da duoc chuyén ngir sang
nhiéu thir tiéng, trong d6 6 tiéng Viét', Julie Otsuka (sinh nam 1962 tai Palo Alto, California)

* 'ThS. - Vién Vin hoc. Email: hakv.iol@vass.gov.vn . ) ) )
' Trung binh mai thép ki, Julie Otsuka ra mat mot tdc pham, trong d6 n6i bat hon ca la ba ddu moc: Khi hodang
dé la than thanh (When the Emperor is Divine, 2002), tiéu thuyét hu cau lich st dau tay ctia Otsuka, ké vé mot
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12 nha vin Mi c6 cha me déu 1a ngudi g Nhat. Cha ba 1a ki su hang khong vil tru, thudc thé
hé thir nhit (issei); me 1a mot ki thuat vién phong thi nghiém va thudc thé hé thi hai (nisei -
gbc Nhat nhung sinh ra & Mi). Julie Otsuka khong phai song trong trai tip trung nguoi Nhat
nhu me, chi va ong ba minh', nhung “dit liéu séng” tir ngudi than trong gia dinh gitp nit vin
st ¢6 chiém nghi€ém cé nhan vé than phan nguoi Nhat xa xir. Vén 1a mét hoa si, theo hoc Dai
hoc Yale va tdt nghiép Cir nhan Nghé thuat nam 1984, sau d6 hoc Dai hoc Columbia va tot
nghi¢p Thac si M1 thuat nam 1999, Julie Otsuka chu y dén tung chi tiét va van dung hinh anh
séng dong trong van chuong. Poc gia s& bit gip su cong hudng cia ca chu dé va hinh thirc
nghé thuat dic trung phong cach Julie Otsuka trén trang sach Phdt & tang dp mdi?, cudn tiéu
thuyét ra mat doc gia Mi nam 2011 va trd thanh sach ban chay nhat cua New York Times va
San Francisco Chronicle cing nam. Tac pham ciing dugc tuyén chon vao vong chung két Giai
thuong Sach Qudc gia danh cho tiéu thuyét nam 2011 va lot vao danh sach rat gon cho Giai
thuong van hoc Dublin IMPAC nam 2013.

Tuong ty nhu hinh twong ¢6 ddu Han Quédc dén Hawaii trong tiéu thuyét Honolulu (2009)
ctia Alan Brennert, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi cling tai hoa “co dau trong tranh” (picture bride)® -
nhitng phu nir két hon voi nhitng nguoi dan 6ng ngoai qudc ma ho chua tung gdp mat, chi két
nbi v6i nhau thong qua nhiing birc anh trudce khi budc vao doi sdng hon nhan. Co tiéu dé gay
4n tuong vé mot du ngdn, nhung Phdt & tang dp mai khong co nhiéu chi tiét vé Dirc Phat; tinh
t6n gido cua tac pham ciing mo nhoe. Poc gia thang hodc bat gap mot vai nét cham pha khi cac
nhan vat nit mo ta ban than “hau hét 1a ngudi theo dao Phat”, khi ngudi phu nit trén tau nhin
con ca bay l1én mat bién ma cam giac “hét nhu khi ban nhin vao mit cia Duc Phat vay”, khi
ho bt dau cudc song mai va “lam ban tho Phat tir nhitng cai thung dung khoai tay...”, khi ho
lam quin quat t6i mat t6i mii dén ndi “quén Puc Phat..., quén Chua”, khi ho sinh ra nhiing
dtra con ma mot sd trong chiing “co dau hiéu béo trudce cua Puc Phat” va ¢ “tinh cach lanh
nhu Puc Phat”, khi ho “dang hoa sen cting Phat & dén tho™ va trén hanh trinh vé trai tap trung
voi tu trang 1a “mot cudn kinh Phat, mot chiéc 4o sach...”. Trong truyén théng Phat giao tai
cac qudc gia chau A, hinh tugng Dirc Phat ton tai trén hai binh dién song doi: O goc do ban
thé (v6 tudng, vo vi), Phat 13 ban tinh, 1a Chan Nhu, 1a sy gidc ngd, tir bi va tri tué - noi quan
niém “Phat tai tam” khéng dinh réng Phat tinh ludn c6 trong mdi con ngudi, nhung bi vo minh
che lép va nho tu tap co thé dat qua vi, tron thanh Phat dao; con trong thé gidi htru vi (thyc
tudng), Phat hién hiru qua hinh tudng trang nghiém, t6 linh t6 hao, dugc ton cép lap thd noi
bao dién dé cac phat tir chiém bai, kinh ngudng. Dua vao hai hé quy chiéu 4y, tic pham cua
Julie Otsuka d khéo 1éo khic hoa hinh tugng Dirc Phat nhu mot biéu twong thiéng liéng, phan

gia dinh nguoi Mi gbc Nhat bi dua dén trai tap trung & sa mac Utah trong Thé chién thir hai; Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi
(2011); va Nhitng nguwoi boi (The Swimmers, nam 2022), duoc Publishers Weekly vinh danh la mot trong muoi
tac pham hu cau hay nhat xut ban trong nam.

' Julie Otsuka, “Julie Otsuka Interview,” Andrew Duncan phong vin, IndieBound, https://www.indiebound.org/
author-interviews/otsukajulie

2 Julie Otsuka, Phdt & tang dp mdi, Nguyén Bich Lan dich (NXB Phu nit Viét Nam, 2014), 191.

3 Kelli Y. Nakamura, “Picture brides,” Densho Encyclopedia, 2014, https://encyclopedia.densho.org.

Chu dé nay ciing duoc dao dién Kayo Hatta khai thac trong bo phim Picture bride (1995), ké v& “co dau trong
tranh” Riyo ¢ Hawaii. Bén canh do, con c6 ti€u thuyét Picture bride (1997) cia Yoshiko Uchida.

*  Otsuka, Phdt o tang ap mai, 11,21, 53,57, 89, 94, 151, 155.
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chiéu tim hon, pham gia, ki rc va coi ré van héa cua nhitng ngudi phu nir Nhat Ban nhap cu.
“Tang 4p mai” 1a ting nam bén trong khong gian ctia mai déc ma toan bd hodc mot phan mat
dung duoc tao boi bé mit mai nghiéng hodc mai gép cta kién triac phd bién & cac nude phuong
Tay. Khong gian tang ap mai chat hep, tu ting nén it khi duoc nguoi chau Au, chau Mi tién
hién dai coi trong st dung nhu khong gian chinh ma hay dugc tan dung lam nha kho, noi chtra
dd cii, hinh anh xua, nhiing phé vat, di vat, vat dung khong méy y nghia du chua hoan toan bi
b6 di; noi phu bui thoi gian, nhat mo, quén lang, 4n khuét va rat hiém khi duoc moi ngudi chi
y tham nom. Bé'lng viéc lua chon nhan dé Phdt ¢ tdng dp mai cho tac phém cua minh, tac gia
nhu ngu ¥ rang tiéu thuyét nay s& k& mot cau chuyén rat khac, khong chi vé hiru thé ma con
vé ki trc va than phéan cua mot cong df)ng, déng thoi 1a mot 4n du vé sbe va cham bong - Tay.

2. N§i dung nghién ctru

2.1. Séc va chin thwong

Trong nghién ctru van chuong va nghé thuat, cac khai niém “sH¢” (shock), “chén thuong”
(trauma) va “sc chan thuong” (shock trauma) khong ton tai mot dinh nghia duy nhat. Qua
trinh dinh hinh céc khai niém nay c6 thé dugc truy nguyén vé nhitng nghién ciru y hoc va
tam 1i hoc!. Cu thé, vao thé ki XIX, bac si nguoi Anh John Eric Erichsen da mé ta “hdi ching
chan thuong” & nhitng ngudi gip tai nan tau hoa, qua do, dng dinh nghia cac ndi dau nay nhu
mot dang “sé¢” hay “chdn dong” 1én doi sdng con nguodi2. Khong lau sau d6, Sigmund Freud
d3 mo rong vin dé sang binh dién tdm 1i khi xac dinh chén thuong 14 nhitng thuong t6n ndi
tam ndy sinh tr cac ci sbc tam trang dot ngot’. Pén thap nién 1990, Cathy Caruth da ké thira
nhirng nghién ctru cua Freud dé x4y dung nén tang cho li thuyét chin thuong trong vin hoc.
Ba khing dinh rang chinh nho kha ning biéu dat va kién tao y nghia, van hoc trd thanh phuong
tién thich hop nhat dé dic ta ban chit phtc tap cua chan thuong?®. Sy phan biét giira hai khai
niém “sdc” va “chan thuong” cling dugc minh chiing rd nét trong cac nghién ctru duong dai:
thuat ngir “sdc” thuong dugc hiéu 1a phan tng tinh than tirc thoi & cip do ¥ thic, trong khi
“chan thuong” bao ham ca su kién gdc va hé qua tam li kéo dai tir nhitng ct sdc nang hoic
lap di lap lai°.

Sudt chiéu dai lich sir, ngudi Nhat da trai qua hodc ching kién nhiéu su kién gay sang chan
nghiém trong hodc kinh hoang, dé lai hé qua 1a nhirng chan thuong, ton thwong thé xac va tinh
than kéo dai, nhu thién tai dir doi va khong thé tién lugng (dong dat, song than, nai lira, bio

' Dang Hoang Oanh, “Phac thao hanh trinh cua li thuyet chan thuong trong lich su tu tudng phuong Tay,” Tap
chi Khoa hoc Truwong Pai hoc Sw pham Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh, tap 18, s6 4. https:/journal.hcmue.edu.vn/index.

php/hcmuejos/article/view/3037 ]

> Xem thém Stephen Owen va nhiing ngudi khac, Ly thuyet va umg dung Iy thuyét trong nghién civu van hoc (Tdp
bai giang va tai lieu tham khdo), Nhiéu nguoi dich, (NXB Khoa hoc xa hoi, 2011), 119-120.

3 Nhu trén, 120.

4 Xem thém Cathy Caruth, Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History, Baltimore (The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1996). https://web.english.upenn.edu/~cavitch/pdf-library/Caruth_ Wound _and_Voice.pdf

*  Xem thém Quade Robinson, Confionting Modernity in Kawabata Yasunari’s Literature (The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2018), 9-10. Trong nghién ctru nay, tic gia da so sanh tran siéu dong dat & dong
bang Kanto (ndm 1923) véi Chién tranh Thai Binh Duong (1931-1945), theo do, “sb¢” 1a thuat ngir phu hop dé
chi sy tan pha ghé gdm va dot ngdt cua tran dong dat, nhung lai qua nhe dé chi tic dong lau dai cua chién tranh.

Theo tac gia, tir thich hgp hon 1a “chan thuong”. Cling xem Caruth, Unclaimed Experience.
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t0,...); cudc va cham voi van minh ngoai quéc sau nhiing giai doan dai bé quan, hay bai chién
va bi chiém dong'. Phat o t&ng ap mai cua Julie Otsuka 1a mot tu sy dﬁy am anh vé mot hién
tuong sdc va chan thuong ctia dan toc Nhat dau thé ki XX. La tac gia nguoi Mi gdc Nhat thé
hé thir ba, Otsuka d3 vuot qua nhiing gidi han vé khong gian (xuét ban tai M1) va thoi gian (d6
10ui mot thé ki tir thoi Duy tan Minh Tri, 1868-1912) dé cham vao tam thirc Nhat Ban, tai hién
tron ven s6 phan cia mot cong dong thong qua trai nghiém dic thu ciia nhimg ngudi phu nit di
cu. Khéc véi nhing tiéu thuyét lich sir thong thuong, Phdt ¢ tang dp mai khong xay dung cac
nhan vt ca biét ma st dung nhiing thi phap nghé thuat dic biét quyén rii, 16i ké chuyén 16i
cubn, trung diép day chat tho dé dic ta chan dung tap thé nhimg phu nit Nhat - con chau cua
Thai dwong Than nir Amaterasu, hién than cta tinh nit vinh ciru trong vin hoa, vin hoc nghé
thuat Nhat Ban - trén hanh trinh roi qué huong xt s& dé dén tim kiém hanh phuc ¢ xt nguoi.
Tuy nhién, nhitng gi cho don ho lai 1a sy boc 16t, ki thi. Cubi cung, ho bi dua vao trai tap trung,
bién mat khoi doi séng xa hoi Mi trong Thé chién tht hai. Khong mot nhan vat cu thé, chéng
& mit ngudi ma timg s6 phan van séng dong trude mat doc gia: tac phdm mo ta timg ngudi
va tinh hudng bang hai hodc ba cau chit ché ¢ ngoi thir ba (tiéng Anh: ke, she, they, “anh 4y”,

“co 4y”, “ho”), va cling thuong 1am nhu vy & ngéi thir nhat sé nhiéu (tiéng Anh: we, “ching
t6i” hodc “mat trong s6 chung t6i”) tao nén mot giong diéu hop xuwdng nhu tiéng déng ca cia
hang nghin nguoi phu nit trong nghi thire tung niém. “Chung t61” ¢ day da khong phai 1a mét
ngudi hay mot nhom nguoi, ma 1a ca mot thé hé nhitng ngudi phu nit va tré em gai sinh ra &
Nhat Ban di cu sang Mi vao thap nién 1920 dé két hon v6i nguoi Mi ban dia.

Phdt & tang dp mdi 1a mot minh chtng song dong cho cac biéu hién ciia chan thuong. Theo
cach phan loai cia Will Wilson, chan thuong thuong biéu hién qua hai xu hudng: sy hoang
loan/lo 4u (v6i cac hanh vi am anh) hodc su phan li (té 1iét, mat tri nhd, xa cach)®. Trong Phdt
¢ tang dp mdi, hai xu huéng nay khong tach biét ma cing hién dién, dan cai trong tdm thirc
nhan vat. Néu chan thuong thuong khoi phat tir nhitng su kién dau thuong cu thé thi d6i voi
nhirng ngudi phu nit Nhat trong tac pham, d6 13 mot chudi trai nghiém kéo dai: tir nhitng ngay
dau dat chan dén ngdi nha mai véi nguoi chéng la mit, cho dén bién ¢b Tran Chau Cang mot
phﬁn tu thé ki sau d6. Khi cudc chién Mi - Nhat bung nd, viéc ho bi cudng buc dua vao cac
trai tap trung tai Tan Thé Gidi khong chi 1a mot ca soc dot ngdt ma con mang tinh chit cua
mot tham kich kéo dai, c6 phan trong ddng v6i hé thong trai tap trung Auschwitz tai chau Au.

' Don ctr sy mo ctra bang giao v6i nha Dudng giai doan dau thoi ki Heian (thé ky VIIT), hay tiép xtc vi chau
Au giita thé ki XVI khi nhitng con tau cua B Pao Nha dat dén dao Tanegashima phia Nam nudc Nhat.

Nhiing cu soc nhu tham hoa bom nguyén tir va sy kién Nhat hoang tuyén b6 dau hang ndm 1945 khong chi danh
dau that bai quan sw, ma con diy Nhat Ban vao mét giai doan khiing hoang can cude trAm trong. Viéc nudc Nhat
lan déu tién bi chiém dong bai luc luong Dong Minh, ciing v6i quyét dinh tir bo dia vi than thanh ciia Nhat hoang,
d3 tao nén mot chin thuong tam li tap thé, budc ca dan toc phai tai dinh hinh ban séic trong bdi canh hau chlen

> Luc béy gio, Nhat Ban dang & thoi ki Taisho (Dai Chinh Thién hoang, 1912-1926), da di den chang cudi ciia
cudc Duy Tén theo md hinh phuong Tay va din quay vé véi tinh thdn dan toc, dé cao truyén thdng.

3 Will Wilson, “Shock and Trauma,” Positive Health, October 1996, https://www.positivehealth.com/article/
hol1stlc-psychotherapy/shock and-trauma.

Tai li¢u nay cling cho biét rang “nhitng ngudi co phan u’ng lo lang s& c6 xu hudng tranh moi tinh huong c6 thé
taora lo 1ang, trong khi nguoc lai, nhitng ngudi phan li ¢6 xu hudng vo thire bi 16i kéo vao nhiing tinh huéng tai
hién lai chan thuong ban dau.” ) o

4 Mang ludi trai tap trung va huy diét nguoi Do Théi do Pirc Quoc xa dung 1én tai Ba Lan trong Thé chién thir hai.
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Chinh trong khong gian ctia sy giam cam va khang hoang vé tan 4y, ndi khac khoai vé than
phan ngudi phu nir da duoc diy 1én dén tan cung.

Chuong dau tién “Ngudi Nhat, hdy dén nhé” trinh bay xuét than va hi vong cua nhitng “cd
dau trong tranh”. Otsuka da khic hoa chan dung cta ho bang nhirng diép khuc 1ap lai, cho thay
su da dang vé xuat than va hoan canh: tir nhitng ¢6 gai Tokyo thanh thi dén nhiing thiéu nir
ving ndéng thén, tir dira tré mudi hai tudi dén nguoi phu nit ba muoi bay tudi. Ngoai hinh cua
ho ciling duoc tai hién qua cai nhin tran trui: phan 16n 1a nhiing c6 gai trinh nguyén, véi mai
toc den, do6i chan to hodc hoi vong kiéng, nhitng déac diém phéc hoa vé dep tho so, chua bi mai
gifia. Trong khong gian ti ting, 4m udt cua khoang tau hang bét sudt ba tuan vuot dai dwong
hudng vé San Francisco, nhitng nguoi phu nit 4y khong chi mang theo hanh 1i hiru hinh 1a
nhiing “chiéc ruong dung tu trang” can thiét cho cudc song méi, ma con mang theo ca mot thé
gi6i ndi tim day ap “niém khat khao va ndi s¢ hii”'. Ho mo vé ngudi chdng va vién anh cudc
séng méi tuoi dep sau hon 1&: “Chiing t6i mo vé nhirng d6i gudc méi, nhing stc lua mau cham
va mo vé cudc sdng méi, vé mot ngay ciia minh ¢ trong mot ngdi nha co dng khoi. Chung t6i
mo minh tré nén xinh xan d& thuong...” Ngay ca ngudi e ngai nhit trong s6 ho ciing thira
nhan: “tha 1dy mot ngudi la & Mi con hon 14 sdng dén gia vdi mot nong dan trong lang™. Du
phan nan vé moi tht, nhung tr sdu tham long minh, hau hét trong s6 ho déu cam théy hanh
phuc vi ching bao 1au nita, ho s& “dugc & trén dat Mi cing v6i nhitng ngudi chong méi cia
minh...”. Trén con tau 4y, diéu du tién nhimg c6 gai Nhat Ban 1am trudc khi xac dinh dugc
minh thich va khong thich ai, trude khi ké cho nhau nghe minh dén tir dau, 1i do ra di, thAm
chi trudc ca khi ho biét tén ctia nhau Ia dem so anh chup ngudi chong twong lai. D6 1a nhimng
tAm hinh duoc “dé trong khung anh hinh trai tim nhé xiu”, voi niém tin ngay tho v& mot nguoi
chdng hoan hao c6 that trén ¢di doi nay: “Chong ciia chung t6i 1a nhitng ngudi dan 6ng tré mat
den, toc ram, da min mang, khong hé c6 vét nam. Ho 1a nhitng ngudi dan 6ng c6 khuon cam
vudng vire toat 1én vé cuong nghi va manh mé. Dang dap cua ho dé coi. Miii ctia ho thang va
cao. Ho trong giéng nhitng ngudi anh, nhimg ngudi cha chung t6i & nha, chi ¢é diéu ho mic
dep hon, trong that banh bao va lich su...”. Cac c¢6 gai Nhat Ban tin rﬁng do 1a nhiing nguoi
xtng lira vira d6i v6i minh, vi hdu nhu ¢6 gai nao ciing “dwoc day bao va can dan ki ludng,
va déu chic chan rang minh s& trd thanh mot ngudi vo t6t”: biét nau n va khau va, biét pha
tra va cam hoa, biét ngdi yén trén doi chan to ctia minh trong nhiéu gid, biét im ling tuyét doi,
c6 thai do tbt, cuc ki lich thi€p, noi nang nhu tiéu thu véi giong noéi thanh thoat, trong tréo®.

Tuy nhién, thyc tai lai ching nhu mot gidc mo’. Nhimng phan-hién-thyc nhanh chong hién
16, tac dong dén ca tam 1i va sinh 1i ctia nhitng ngudi phy nit timg tin tuéng vao ban than va
dat niém ki vong 16n lao vao cudc sdng gia dinh ém 4m nho ban tay vun bdi cia ho. Chong

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 15.

Nhu trén, 8.

Nhu trén, 12.

Nhu trén, 16-17.

Nhu trén, 6.

Nhu trén, 10.

Ngudi Nhit yéu thich tir “mong” (yume). Khai niém “ngudi tinh trong mong” xuét hién 1an déu tién trong cac
thi pham waka thudc thoi dai thi ca c6 dién (thé ki X).

B T Y P
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ctia phu nit Nhat trong khuc bi ca Phdt ¢ tang dp mai khong phai 13 cac chu nha bang, luat
su, nguoi giau co nhu nhitng gi ngudi mai mdi va cac buc thu da néi, ma da s6 1 nguoi lao
dong chan tay, nguoi 1am thué trong nong trai, nhitng ngudi mang tim cam ban han va cay
dang. Nhitng tim anh ma céc thiéu nir Nhat nang niu su6t hanh trinh mong mo ctia minh thyc
chét 1a anh chinh stra lai, anh cii, hodc anh nguoi dan 6ng khac hoan toan, véi nhitng bo vest
di muogn va chon tao dang bén cac mon dd xa xi nhu 6 t6 va nha cira ma ho khong hé s& hitu.
Nhiing can nha trong mo cua nguoi phu nit Nhat that nghiét nga: “Nha la mdt cai chong...
Nha 13 cai 1&u dai... Nha 1a mot chiée givong bang rom... Nha 13 mot goc cia phong giit. ..
Nha mot chd trude kia ting 1 chudng ga. .. Nha 1a mot tim ném nhung nhiic rép...”". Noi do,
ho dd qua “dém dau tién” voi ngudi chong trong mong, nhung lai theo mot cach thirc khién
mong ao hanh phuc cta ho hoan toan vo vun: “dém dau tién chéng méi chiém doat chung t6i
mot cach nhanh chong...”, va ké tir d6, trén nam trang ngan ngui ciia chwong dau tién, cac
c4u luon bét dau theo ciing mot cach, du khong hinh thire nao gidng hinh thirc nao: “Ho chiém
doat ching t6i...””

Khong thé cu tuyét thuc tai, cling khong con duong lui nio nita, nhitng ngudi phu nir Nhat
d dan budc danh ty an Gi minh hiy cin rang chiu dung, boi vi “chong 1a tit ca nhitng gi chung

”3_Trong khi chong ctia ho lang thang trong thi trin, choi x6c dia ¢ nhiing

toi cd ¢ cai xr nay
quéan bai bac cua ngudi Trung Hoa, ho chi ¢6 thé ngdi dudi gbe ciy voi nhitng théi muc va
ciy bt 16ng cung to gidy mong, 4m tham nén tén thuong trong long dé viét thu cho me cua
minh, 1am tron hiéu dao trong timg miéu ta vé ngudi chong dep d& huyén tudng cdt cho than
mau an 1ong: “Chdng cua con 1 ngudi... Chong cia con khong phai 1a nguoi...”. Nhu thé,
hanh trinh ctia nhitg phu nit Nhat Ban di cu bit ddu bang niém tin ménh liét vao mot mién
dat htra, duoc thé hién qua sy chuén bi chin chu va tdm thé dﬁy lac quan khi dét chan 1én con
tau vuot dai duong, nhung ki vong ctia ho d ngay 1p tirc tan v tir cude gip g& nguoi chong
xa la, dém déu tién day ton thuong. Nhu tiéu thuyét cho thiy, tit ca méi chi 1a khoi dau. Cudc
chién sinh tdn khic nghiét trong sudt nhiéu thap ki - tir nhitng nhoc nhan cta cong vi¢e lao
dong, nhimg mau thuin trong quan hé véi cong dong so tai, cho tdi bién c¢b cua thoi ki Pai
Khung hoang va cudc chién Mi - Nhat - nhitng ngudi phu nit Ay da phai ném trai dén tot cung
cua dau thuong va su chiu dung.

2.2. Am inh di cw

Bén bo Thai Binh Duong, quan ddo Nhat Ban trai dai tir Bac xudng Nam qua nhiéu tiéu
vung, nhiéu canh sic dan xen va nhitng cuc doan khi hau, phén nao khoa lép su cau thtic trong
tam thirc qudc dao ciia dan tdc, nhung nhu cau mo ctra voi thé gidi cung ¥ thirc hudng vé ndi
sinh van ludn song hanh thuong tryc. Dong vin hoc tiy but, nhat ki va du ki Nhat Ban, tiéu
biéu 1a cac kikobun (“ki hanh vin”), dang thirc ghi chép nhim tai hién cam xuc cua ngudi
di khi kham pha nhiing ving dit la, nhitng con dudong hay danh thiang mai, da thé hién mot

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 38.
Nhu trén, 30-35.

Nhu trén, 47.

Nhu trén, 49.
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truyén thong sang tao hang thién nién ki tir thoi Heian cho dén thoi hién dai, 4nh xa khao khat
khai phong khoang khong gian ton tai clia con nguoi, ciia ban thé va cai dep.

Duong nhu chiing ta s& twong ngd cam thirc vién du ctia ngudi Nhat va dong chay du ki,
nhat ki, iy but Nhat trong Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi. Cac nhan vat nit trong tic pham ké rang: “Co
18 vai nguoi trong chung t6i c6 anh trai hodc cha di bién mai mai khong trd vé, hodc co nguoi
yéu hodc ngudi than di 16i xudng bién vao mot budi sang budn va boi ra xa, xa mii, va gio
day dén lugt chung t6i 1énh dénh trén bién™'. Cling véi cli sdc vi v& mong hon nhén, nhimng
phu nir Nhat Ban ldy chong Mi con phai d6i mat v6i séc chin thuong tir va cham vin hoa. Pén
ngudi phu nir tha huong 1a nguoi ban dia (hodc ty cho minh 1a ban dia) va mbi quan h¢ phtrc
tap gitta ngudi ban dia v6i nguoi nhap cu. Chuong thir ba “Ngudi da tring” mé ta cude song
cua cac c¢6 dau Nhat Ban tai qué chéng va mbi quan h¢ cua ho véi hang x6m va 6ng ba chu
ngudi Mi, nhitng nguoi chi coi dan chau A, dan nhap cu nhu nhiing cong dan hang hai. Khi
ném minh vao cudc hanh-hwong-cua-gidc-mo v dinh, cac c6 gai Nhat Ban khong ngd rang co
qué it diém chung gifta cac nén vin hoa, tir ngdn ngi, thé trang cho dén phong tuc tip quén,
16i sdng: “Chiing t6i sdng trong nhing ci lan toi tan va tham chi khong thé noéi nhiing cau
tiéng Anh don gian... Phuong phap canh tac ctia ching t6i that nghéo nan lac hau. Chung toi
sir dung qua nhiéu nude. Ching toi cay rudng khong du sau. Chong cua chung toi bit ching
t6i 1am viéc nhu nd 1&. Ho nhap khéu nhing cd gai nay tir nuéc Nhat nhu nhiing lao dong tur
do...”2 Tir ddy, nhitng ngudi phu nit Nhat Ban tré thanh nhan cong nhép cu, cung chong di
chuyén dén nhitng noi c6 nhu cau thué nhan cong gia ré dé thu hoach hoa qua dang chin, hodc
sdng trong khu phuc vu cua nhiing gia dinh giau c6 ¢ ngoai 6, 1am hau cho cac ba chi va lam
1& cho cac ong chi du hiéu 16 & qué hwong minh, viéc thap hén nhit ma mot ngudi phu nit co
thé 1am 13 1am hau gai. Mot s6 lai 1am viéc cuc nhoc trong cac co s¢ kinh doanh nho do chéng
didu hanh va lang thang tir trai lao dong nay sang trai lao dong khac: “Chung t6i dinh cu bén
ria thi trin cua ho, khi ho cho phép. Va khi ho khong cho phép - dung co dé mat troi 1an théy
cac ngudi ¢ hat nay, nhitng tim bién ctia ho d6i khi tuyén bd thang thimg voi chung t6i nhu
thé - chung t6i tiép tuc di™.

Hanh trinh am 4nh cac nhan vat khong chi trén thuc dia ma cd trong tam li, khong chi ngoai
mdi bude chan di ma ca trong ¢t tiy di truyén, v6i khiing hoang cin cude va chin thuong
vong ban. Ddi dién thuc tai khic nghiét, nhitng ngudi luu vong, nhitng “chung t6i” budc phai
xép lai khong chi vat dung, tu trang mang dau 4n ca nhan; khong chi cac di san vat chat goi
nh¢ ¢b huong ma ca hanh vi, tdp quan, tham chi ca dirc tin ton gido dé ném minh vao cong
viéc thuong nhat. Tir day, nhu tuong Phét bi bo quén trén tang 4p mai, ho dan bién mat, bi
ling quén ngay khi dang ton tai va tr¢ thanh nguoi bén 1€ lich sir: “Chung toi cat gwong soi di.
Chung t6i khong chai toc nira. Chung toi quén viée trang diém. .. Chiing téi quén Pk Phit.
Chiing téi quén Chiia. Su lanh 180 phat trién trong con ngudi chung t6i, bam chat 1ay tim hon
chung t6i cho dén tan bay gid van chua tan. Chiing t6i so rang tim hon minh da chét. Ching

! Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 6.
2 Nhu trén, 54.

3 Nhu trén, 36.
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t6i khong viét thu vé cho me nira. Chiing t6i gdy mon, héo hon. Chiing t6i bi réi loan kinh
nguyét. Chung toi thoi khong nuodi nhitng wdc mo nira. Ching to1 ngirng khao khat. Ching to1
chi lam viéc quz‘in quat, lam viéc, va lam viéc...”!. biéu x6t dau, cay déng hon ca véi nhiing
phu nit Nhat Ban trong Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi 1a viée “sinh no trén dat Mi” va nudi “nhiing dira
con”2. Nhu tic phdm md ta, nhirng dia tré chao doi “dudi gdc sdi, giita troi mua hé ning gat”,

199 e

“bén bép cui”, “trén nhimng bai ndi ddy gio™?, dé roi tiép ndi chudi ngay nhoc nhan trén xi
nguoi, noi khung hoang cin cudc thau tan mau thit va di cin téi thé hé ké ndi. Co nhing dua
tré cam thay xau hd vi dong mau Nhat Ban trong huyét quan: “Chung biét chung c6 lam gi di
nira, ¢6 c6 gang dén mirc nao thi ching ciing chang bao gio hoa nhap dwoc. Ching minh la
mét lii dan Nhdt dy mal™. Co nhiing dira tré vo tinh hay hiru y lang quén ngon ngit, gbc gac
ctia minh: “tit ca nhitng tir ¢ii ma chiing t6i da day cac con minh bat dau bién mat khoi tri nhé
ctia chung. Chung da quén tén cta nhitng loai hoa...”, roi dan trd nén dam chat Mi hon nguoi
Nhat, dén mac ma nguoi me Nhat Ban “gﬁn nhu khong thé nhén ra cac con ctia minh nita...”

Chuong tiép theo - “Nhiing ké phan bdi” - mo ta nhitng xao tron trong doi séng ciia phu
nit Mi gbc Nhat sau cudc tdn cong cua quan doi Nhat Ban vao Tran Chau Cang (1941), mot
su kién gy soc kéo theo khiing hoang dinh diém vuot trén van dé riéng ctia ca nhan hay cong
déng, tr¢ thanh sy va cham mang tam nhan loai cta hai ddi cuc bi ném vao cudc chién. Ngay
ngdy thtr hai cta chién tranh, nhitng ngudi nhap cu da bi dbi xir theo cach khac: “Chung toi
nhan ra nhiing biéu hién bét thuong khi nhitng dira bé nha hang x6m khong vay tay chao
chung t6i tir ctra 6 nha né nhu moi khi nita. Hodc nhitng khach hang l4u nim cta chung toi

”7, Tl ¢t sO¢ nay, nhitng noi

bdng nhién khong thdy dén ctra hang chung t6i mua cac th nita
dau chat chéng ap dén véi phu nit Nhat Ban va gia dinh cua ho ¢ nudc Mi. Chéng ho bi bt di
ma khong hé dugc béo trude: “Ngudi ta ndi vé mot danh sach. Vai ngudi bi bat di trong dém.
Mot chii ngan hang di 1am va khong bao gid trd vé nha nita...”s, dé rdi timg ngay ting ngay,
ndi bat an lién mién khong dut nhu séng con doi dén, thach thirc sirc chiu dyng ctia ngudi phu
nir: “Thang Hai 4m dan 1én... Cong dong chung tdi tiép tuc teo di vé sd luong. Chong cua
Mineko d3 bién mat. Chong ctia Kakeko dd bién mat. Chong cuia Mitsue di bién mét...”, roi
khi mua Xuan dén “mdi ngay lai c6 thém nhitng ngudi dan 6ng bién mat™. Su lap di lap 12_11 ndi
mét mat ngudi than dugc tac gia dat gita mot thién nhién khong thay doi, khién cho thuong
t6n cta nhimg phu nit Nhat Ban trén dat Mi han sdu nhu mot chan thuong khong tan tuyét:
“Nhiing chiéc 14 van tr minh trong gi6. Nhitng dong song van chay khong ngimg. Nhiing con

cOn trung van ri ra trong co. Nhitng con qua van kéu quang quac...”'°.

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mai, 57.
Day la tén hai chuong trong ti€u thuyet.
Otsuka, Phdt o tang dp mdi, 85.

Nhu trén, 116.

Nhu trén, 110.

Nhu trén, 113.

Nhu trén, 125.

Nhu trén, 120.

Nhu trén, 139, 143.

Nhu trén, 151.
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Dinh diém bi kich ctia nhitng “c6 dau trong tranh” duoc phoi 16 trong chuong “Ngay cudi
cung”, khi phu nit Nhat Ban va gia dinh cua ho budc phai ro1 bd nha ctra dé dén trai tap trung,
trong cudc thién di am dam di vé hu vo: “Vai nguoi trong chung t6i khoc rong khi cat bude ra
di. Vai nguoi trong hoan canh 4y lai bat 1én tiéng hat... Hau hét chiing t6i ra di chi néi tiéng
Anh, nhin dung tiéng me d¢ dé khoi phai lam nhiing ddm dong dang nhin chiing toi tic gian.
Nhiéu nguoi trong chiing toi da mét tat ca, lang cam khong budn noéi mot 10i... Mot ngudi dan
ong di chan tran. . ., tu trang dugc gbi can than va vudng van trong tAm vai trang. ..”; “Gia dinh
Tanakas ¢ Gardena ra di. Gia dinh Kobayashis ¢ Biola ra di. Gia dinh Suzuki & Lompoc ra di.
Gia dinh Nishimoto ¢ San Carlos ra di...”; “C6 mot cap vo chéng mai cudi... Co mot cdp vo
chdng gia... Co mot ong gia... Co nhitng dira tré... Mot bé gai... Mot bé trai...”". Cudc doan
truong cia nguoi nhap cu khép lai vao chuong cudi, “Ho di bién mat”. Cudn tiéu thuyét két
thiic voi sy thay doi goc nhin khi nguoi hang x6m da tring cta ngudi Nhat mo ta rang nhimng
nguoi Nhat dot nhién mat tich: “Nhitng ngoi nha ciia ho bi bit kin, va gid day hoan toan trong
rong...”; “Mdi ngay troi qua... va ching toi c6 cam giac thanh phd tro tryi”, nhu thé nguoi
Nhat chua timg hién dién & noi day, nhu thé tit ca nhitng gi timg hién hiru da vinh vién troi
vao qué vang: “chi mot nam troi qua ma dudng nhu tat ca moi déu vét ciia ngudi Nhat da bién
mat khoi thi tran”, “va c6 1& chiing t6i s& khong con gap lai ho trén cdi doi nay nita™.

2.3. Hanh trinh chita lanh

Nhirng ct soc lién tiép va tinh tién cuong do, tir ngay dau ddi dién thuc té nghiét nga khi
con tau cap bd bién Mi va trai sudt quing doi sau nay, kéo theo chan thwong in hin dai ding
trong cong dong di cu ngudi Nhat khung hoang cin cude trong Phdt & tang dp mdi, truc tiép
tac dong dén nhitng ngudi phy nit Nhat, hinh mau mong manh va dé& ton thuong. Nhung khi
hiéu thau ndi dau 14 trang thai ton hitu ciia mdi ngudi, nhu mot hé qua tit yéu, chan thuong
ciing dong kich hoat co ché phan tmg, tu vé, han gin tir ban ning.

Hanh trinh chita lanh cta nhitng nguoi phu nit gdc Nhat khoi ngudn bang tu van, phan tinh,
tinh thirc trong ting khoanh khéc hién tién. Ngay trén con tau hudng vé bo bién Mi, diéu dau
tién ho ban khoan 1a cam xtc trudc ngudi chong tuong lai: “lidu chiing toi ¢6 thich ho khong?
Chung t6i ¢6 yéu ho khong?3. Vuot trén hoan canh, trong lac chen chiic trén nhitng chiéc
giuong tﬁng cua con tau, nguoi phu nit Nhat ban tan vé luc dia la 13m ma ho sép dat chan toi,
“ngudi ta n6i dan luc dia Ay khong an gi ngoai thit va nguoi ho day 16ng™. Khi dat chan 1én
dat lién, bat dau cudc séng maéi, nguoi phu nir Nhat vin khong thoi dit cau hoi vé ngudi Mi
va luc dia Mi véi vo van nhitng diéu con la 1dm: “Tai sao ho...? Lam thé nao ho...? Tai sao
lic nao ho cling...? C6 ding 1a ho treo dia trén tuong? Co6 dung 1a canh ctra nao & Mi cling
khoéa...”. Hanh trinh thirc nhan cang sau sdc hon voi nhitng tu van vé con duong, vé su lua
chon dén budc cia ban than: “Chiing t6i thi tw hoi thim trong 10ng rang minh dua chan t6i cai
manh dét lanh lung va bao lyc nay li¢u c6 phai 1a mot sai lam khong. Li¢u c6 bd lac nao tan

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 155, 156, 165.
Nhur trén, 169, 178, 190, 191.

Nhu trén, 7.

Nhu trén, 11.

Nhu trén, 39.
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4c hon ngudi Mi khong?””!. Tir cac dau hoi roi vao thinh lang vé mot phan-dia-dang dan hién
19, gitra cOng déng ctia nhirng “chung t6i”, timg ngudi van tu don doc kiém tim sy phan tinh:
“Tbi 1a d6 ngbc mai theo anh dén cai dat nudc nay...”, “Anh dang lam phi hoai tudi tré cua
t6i”, va ciing khong hiém ngudi dd “oan trach ngudi Mi vi tit ca moi chuyén xay ra voi minh
va cau cho ho chét rao™.

Hanh trinh chira lanh cta cic nhan vat cling khoi sy tir tr an va thich nghi. Nhitng nguoi
con vién xr y thire duoc rang “cho di co dung hét strc binh sinh dé goi tén me” thi “me ¢ qué
nha xa lic xa lo khong thé nghe duoc tiéng goi ctia chung t6i”, con thyc tai thi nghiét nga véi
“nhitng céi cdy & Mi nang hon nguoi chiing t6i, va rat kho st dung, con con ngua cia ho to
16n gép do6i ngua ¢ Nhat...”. Boi vay, ho da géng sép xép cudc séng, tan dung ti da nhirng gi
minh ¢6 dé hoc cach ton tai va vuot qua: “Vai nguoi trong ) chung toi thé hién sy nhanh nhen
trong cong viée dé gy an tugng v6i ngudi Mi. Vai ngudi trong s6 chung toi thé hién sy nhanh
nhen chi dé chirg minh cho ho thy rang chiing t6i biét hai man. Vai ngudi trong s ching toi
thé hién sy nhanh nhen...”; “Chung to1 cit anh chuyp... Chung t6i [am ban thd Phat tir nhitng
cai thung dyung khoai tay...”; “Nhiéu nguoi trong sd chiing t6i chi ba ngay sau khi d4t chan
1én dat Mi da ai hai bén nhitng chau giat dugc ma ké€m cua ho, lang 1€ giat dd cua ho...™.

Cac c6 gai Nhat cling hoc duoc cach chira lanh tir viéc tha thir, buong xa cho nguoi dé xa
buong cho chinh minh, tir tdim vo cung dé hoa do tha nhan, bi tim vo tan dé tit ca khong hai.
Vi tam 10ng thién luong, ho ludn lo ling, quan tim dén chong minh khi ti hoi: “khéng co
chung t6i ho xoay x& thé nao nhi? Ai s& hai dau trén canh dong ctia ho? Ai s& hai qua trén cay
cua ho...?”. Bén canh do, ho con tim lai can tinh ctia ca nhan va cong déng nhu mot phuong
thire tu chita lanh. Vuot 1én kho dau, trai qua rat nhiéu bién c6 don déap, nhung ngudi phu nit
Nhat Ban van ching minh dugc nghi luc, kha nang va stic séng bén bi cua ban than minh:
Ho khién nguoi Mi phai kham phuc vi sy chiu thuong chiu kho, chép nhan, nhan nai, vi “co
tam lung khoe va doi tay nhanh nhen...”, vi “c6 tt ca pham chét tot cia nguoi Trung Hoa
nhung khong nhidm bat ki mot théi xau nao ciia nguoi Trung Hoa... nhanh nhen hon ngudi
Philippines va khong kiéu cang nhu ngudi Hindu... ¢é tinh than ki ludt cao hon ngudi Han
Qudc... cu xir ding myc hon ngudi Mexico...”®. Diéu d6 khong chi xuit phat tir sy trdi day
ctia ban ning sdng, ban ning 1am me, ma con ¢ cin nguyén tir tinh than ty cudng trong gbc
van hoa ctia ngudi Nhat Ban, tir niém tu hao vé can tinh Nhat Ban ¢ nhitng phu nit séng noi
XU nguoi.

Niém hi vong, sy hiéu thau cin ré cua khing hoang va viéc kiém tim giai phap dé thoat
khoi canh ngd Ay ciing gop phan vao qua trinh chita lanh cta nhitng ngudi phu nit Nhat Ban
trén dat Mi. Niém hi vong éy ludn le 161 trong long ho, thé hién trong 161 ho ty htra véi ban
than minh - “ngay khi tiét kiém duoc du sd tién dé gitp cha me minh séng cudc sdng sung

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 56.
Nhu trén, 54, 57.

Nhu trén, 40.

Nhu trén, 43, 53, 77.

Nhu trén, 82.

Nhu trén, 45-46.
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tic, an nhan va thoai mai, chiing toi s& 1ap ttc thu xép tré' vé Nhat Ban™'. Niém hi vong ay
van duoc duy tri ngay trong thoi khic x6t dau nhét khi timg nguoi Nhat Ban dan bién mét va
ting truyén thong roi vao quén lang: “Vao mua thu khong c6 1& hoi mimg mua git cua nhiing
ngudi theo dao Phat & Phd Chinh nita. Khong c6 L& hoi hoa ctic. Khong c¢6 cude diéu hanh cia
nhirng chiéc dén 10ng bang gidy nhip nho trén duong phd vao budi tdi... Bai vi ngudi Nhat
da di rdi...”2. Trong bdi canh dé, nhitg ngudi Nhat Ban con lai & dat Mi van khong ngimg
khic khoai dgi mong, van bén bi chju dung va giit gin phdm gia. Pong thoi, nhitng ngudi ban
xt cling hudng tdm nudi hi vong va tin ring mot ngdy nao d6, cong dong ngudi Nhat di cu s&
quay tro lai, “boi vi khong ai noi rang ho s& ra di mai mai...”. Ké cdu chuyén vé nhitng ngudi
bi lang quén dé khong ai con bi lang quén nita, Julie Otsuka nhu mudn bude 1én “ting ap mai”
dé don lai ki trc, dnh thtrc “Phat tinh” trong long doc gid, dé ho nhé dén nhitng con ngudi nho
bé duong nhu da tré thanh ngudi bén 1€ lich str.

3. Vi thanh

Lay bdi canh tir trude Thé chién tha hai, khi trao luu phu nit Nhat Ban di cu dang thinh
hanh, tiéu thuyét Phdt & tang dp mdi cua Julie Otsuka dd khic hoa thanh cong bi kich mién
dat hira - mot bi kich khong phai cua riéng ca nhan hay mot qudc gia nao, ma lich sir nhan loai
timg chimg kién nhiéu thién di nhu thé. Tac phdm gay an tuong cho doc gia bang nhing cau
chir diép tring, nhiing ty sy ndi nhau, nhitng con ngudi, nhirng s6 phan luét qua nhau va bang
ngang qua tung trang sach, noi nguoi phu nit Nhat Ban duoc lya chon tré thanh nhén vét lich
sir tai hoa cau chuyén 4m anh vé di cu va nhap cu.

Danh gia vé tiéu thuyét nay, Washington Independent Review of Books viét: “mot tAm tham
dan dét nhitng niém hi vong va nhiing gidc mo di day rat nhidu nguoi di cu vuot dai duong
dén mot dat nude xa la... Day 1a mot trai nghiém vé ngudi Nhat di cu dugc viét bang sy tinh
té cua thi ca, sy tw do clia ngdn ngit, su chinh x4c cia y nghia, tya nhu mot bai tho tanka™.
Phdt 6 tang dp mdi gidng nhu mot hanh trinh ki te duge chia thanh cac chuong, twong ing véi
céc giai doan trong cudc doi ciia nhitng nguoi phu nit. Tuy nhién, d6 chang phai 14 chu trinh
thanh-try-hoai-diét thAm dam vo6 thuong, vo ngi cua dao Phat, ciing khong 4m anh tuyét bi
nhu bire kusozu ctia nén hdi hoa phu thé Nhat Ban, ma nhuém mau bi cam nhén sinh, diu dang
va ndo long nhu nhitng bai waka cia Ono no Komachi hay truong thién Genji monogatari
ctia Murasaki Shikibu tir nghin nim ngan vong. “Dtic Phat” trong tiéu thuyét khong chi mot
vi Phat cu thé nao ma 1a chan hoa ciia nhén tinh, ki (rc, van hoa, dic tin bi ném vao “téng ap
mai”, noi toi tim, bui bim, bi bo quén, du van 1a mot phﬁn cua ngdi nha, mot phﬁn cua lich str.

Otsuka, Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi, 82.

Nhu trén, 188.

Nhu trén, 179.

Nhu trén, bia 3.

Trong nhén dinh nay, tc pham Phdt ¢ tang dp mdi duge vi nhu mot bai tanka. Tuy nhién, giong diéu cia tic pham
lai goi lién tuong dén thé renga (lién ca, tirc tho két ndi), thé tho bit dau vao cudi thoi Heian va dat dén dinh cao
trong thé ki XV. Khac Vi céc tanka do mot ngu'orl sang tac (du trong giao cdm véi tha nhén), cac bai renga cd it
nhét hai tac gia, ma bai c¢6 nhit con giit duge nam trong thi tuyén Shuishit (Thap di tap, 1005) véi hinh thirc twong
tu tanka (c6 5 cdu 5+7+5+7+7) nhung do hai ngudi ddng soan. V& sau, co nhitng bai dugc sang tac trong cac cudce
thi tho tham chi dat t&i manku (van cau).
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“Phat & tang ap mai”, do vdy, 1a biéu tuong ctia hién hitu va tan hiy trong 10ng nhan sinh; 1a

v lugng, vo tudng song ton ciing giGi han, hitu hinh; 13 thuan khiét, nguyén lai bén tap nhiém,

phai sinh. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, cudn tiéu thuyét ciia Julie Otsuka thuc sy 1a khuc bi

ca vé than phan vo dinh va khing hoang can cudc, sy soc van hoa dit doi va niém dau chan

thwong mién trudng ctia phan ngudi vién xir li hwong, dic biét 1a ngudi phu nit - nhitng “ching

t61” duoc ndi dén khong phai véi tu cach mot ngudi hay mot nhom ngudi, ma 1a ca mot thé hé

trén hanh trinh huéng dich ki tuyét trong tim tudng ma thé thiét trong thuc té.

Tdy Ho, Ha Noi thang 4/2024 - 2026
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